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These Field Service Regulations (regiment-battalion) set forth-

the basic precepts for the preparation, organization, and conduct of

battle by the regiment and battalion. They govern all the arms.

The organization and conduct of operations by battalions and regi-

ments of the tank and mechanized troops and by the cavalry regiment

are carried out in conformity with the instructions set forth in

these Regulations. Peculiarities of the operations of these regiments

and battalions, moreover, are set forth in special sections.
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SECRET

ORDER

OF THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE OF THE USSR

No. 065

10 April 1953 Moscow

1. The Field Service Regulations of the Soviet Army (regiment-

battalion) set forth herein are now in effect.

2. The Combat Regulations for Infantry of the Red Army, 1942,

part 2 (battalion, regiment),.and the Combat Regulations for Tank

and Mechanized Troops, 1944, part 2 (battalion, regiment, bri-

gade), are herewith superseded.

.Minister of Defense of the USSR

Marshal of the Soviet Union

N. A. Bulganin
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In the original Russian text this was a blank page, except for the phrase
"448 pages are numbered in this book" appearing at the bottom of the page
between the cover page and the Orderj

Parentheses in the following translation represent parentheses in the ori-
ginal text. Usually they are used to indicate that the doctrine for the first
unit mentioned is the same for the unit mentioned in the parentheses.

In other respects, .too, the format of the translation follows as closely as
possible the format of the original Russian text, except for pagination.

In the translation, additions in square brackets are insertions by the
translators or editors, either explanatory words in English or transliter-
ationt of the original Russian text.

It should be noted that Soviet Army nomenclature as applied to tactical.
units is peculiar in that it has no single word for "unit,, but uses four
different terms, depending on' the size and relative independence of the unit.
There is no exact English equivalent for any of these terms. This peculia-
rity has caused considerable awkwardness in translating the.terms. Three
of these terms have been used in the present texts

a. Soyedineniye is used by the Soviet Army to refer to a corps, a
division, or a brigade. The components may be of a single arm
or of various arms and services. In this translation, the term
soyedineniye has been translated as "large unit".

b. Chast is used by the Soviet Army to designate any unit of regi-
mental or smaller size that is administratively self-contained

and separately numbered, e.g., a rifle regiment, engineer bat-
talion of a rifle division, .or corps signal battalion. In this
translation, the term chast has been translated as "unit".

c. Podrazdeleniye is used by the Soviet Army to refer to a subunit
of a chast. It is a unit which cannot be fully identified nu-
merically except by reference to the larger unit of which it is
a component, e.g., battalions, companies, and platoons of a rifle
regiment; the battalions and batteries of an artillery regiment;
the companies of an engineer or signal battalion. In this trans-
lation, the term Podrazdeleniye has been translated as "small
unit".

The Table of Contents is giv n at the end of the translation, as it appears
in the original Russian tex

8 pages are numbered in this book.



Chapter I
GENERALL PRINCIPLES

1. The regiment plays the principal role in destroying the enemy in modern
combined-arms combat. Victory in combat is dependent upon the successful exe-
cution by the regiment of the combat mission.

The regiment .carries out missions for the destruction of the enemy by em-
ploying heavy fire and maneuver in combination with a decisive attack.

To conduct combat, the regiment is usually reinforced by artillery, tanks,

self-propelled artillery, small units of special troops, and air support.

The most important task for the destruction of the enemy is usually assign-
ed to the rifle and mechanized regiments, which are basic to the organization of
combined-arms .combat and especially of coordination.

In the fulfillment of combat missions by the regiment, the principle bur-
den in modern combined-arms combat falls upon the battalion and company. They
have the leading role in the immediate destruction of the enemy.

The impetuous and persistent actions of the battalion and company in the
offense and their tenacity in the defense are the guarantee of the successful
accomplishment of the combat mission by the regiment.

Combat operations of the regiment (battalion) must be decisive and active
and must be accompanied by swift and daring maneuver in conjunction with the
skillful and complete employment of all weapons.

The peronnel of the .regiment must conduct combat operations with all
their moral and physical strength, must display bravery, stamina, and initi-
ative in combat and an unbending will to victory.

A high political-morale state, rigid military discipline, and combat sol-
idarity, in combination with the excellent training of nersonnel, are the basic
conditions for the achievement of success in combat.

2. Therifle (motorized rifle; mechanized cavalry) reginient is a tactical
unit of combined-arms. It is composed of battalions (in the cavalry, of troops),
small units of regimental artillery, and other small units.

The motorized rifle regiment can be attached to tank regiments as small
units.

3. The rifle (motorized rifle) battalion is a tactical small unit of
combined-arms of a regiment. It is made up of rifle, machine gun, and mortar
companies and other small units.

In order to carry out its combat mission, the rifle (motorized rifle)
battalion must be reinforced with artillery, tanks, self-propelled artillery,
and small units of special troops, and it must have air support.
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A submachine gun battalion is a tacticelcemall unit. In a tark (heavy

tank and self-propell.ed) regiment,' to conduct combat, it is usually attached

to tank btalions or small units. When necessary, a submachine-gun battal-

ion can opcrate as a complete battalion; in this case, it can be reinforced

in the same manner as a rifle battalion.

4. A rifle (motorized rifle, maahanized, cavalry) regiment and rifle

(motorized rifle) battalion can carry on stubborn and prolonged combat under

all conditi onc of terrain and weather, at any time of year, day or night.

In coordin ation with other units and small units, the regiment and bat-

talion have t:e capacity to:

- swI ftly attack and destroy the defending enemy, occupy his positions,

and successfully breakup the attack;

-- fortify the lines (objectives)which have been seized during the

attack;

- surround and destroy the enemy and, in particular, his airborne land-
ings;

- pursue the retreating enemy;

- ma'.e hasty river crossings, seize a bridgehead on the far shore, and

hold it until the .main force of the division (regiment) has crossed;

- stubbornly defend an occupied sector (area) of terrain;

conduct a meeting engagement;

- cover the disengagement and the withdrawal of friendly troops

5. A tank and self-propelled regiment is made up of tank companies, a

battalion of self-propelled artillery, and other small units.

In the offense, a tank and self-propelled regiment,. as a rule, is attach-

ed as small. units to rifle (cavalry) regiments, and battalions (troops) for

their close support.

In defense, some of the small: units of a tank and self-propelled regi-

ment are attached to rifle (cavalry) regiments to reinforce their antitank

defenses, while the remaining small unit' make up the division commander's
tank reserve.

In a meeting engagement, when pursuing. the enemy, and when operating ini

a forward detachment, the tank and self-propelled regiment can be employed as

a comulate regiment. In these instances, it is reinforced with rifle (caval-

sy) and artillery small units and also with small units of special troops, and
it has air sunport.

A tank and self-propelled regimernt, with all or hart of its forces, can

also be employed to repel enemy tank attacks ( counterattacks), destroy his

airborne landings, and cover the withdrawal of a division:



6. A tank regiment (battalion) is a tactical unit (small unit.). It is

made up of tank battalions (companies) and other small units. In coordination

with rifle (motorized rifle, mechanized) and artillery units (small uinits)

and small units of special troops, the tank regiment (battalion) has the capac-

ity tot

- break through, from the march, a hastily occupied enemy defense, destroy

nersonnel and. materiel by a decisive attack and by firepower, and develop a

swift attack in the depths of his defense;

- pursue the retreating enemy;

- occupy favorable lines and .points and hold. them until friendly troops
have arrived;

- repulse enemy tank and infantry attacks and counterattack him; when

necessary, it can stubbornly defend occupied sectors (areas) of terrain;

- conduct a meeting engagement;

- cover the disengagement and withdrawal of friendly troops;

- destroy-enemy irborne. landings.

The tank regiment .(battalion) may be reinforced with heavy tanks, self-

propelled artillery, artilleryi small units of ^recial troops, and also .with

air support. When necessary, motorized rifle small units can be attached to a

regiment (battalion).

In special cases, some of the small units of a tank regiment of a tank
division can be attached to a motorized rifle regiment..

The tank battalion of a mechanized regiment,,as a ule, is attached as

small units to reinforce the motorized rifle battalions of a regiment.

A .separate'tank regiment in the offense.is attached.to rifle large units.

for the close support of the, infantry in the direction of the main attack In

the defense, it is employed as..a tank reserve; some of its small units canl be

attached to. rifle units to reinforce their antitank defense in the most impoit-

ant directions accessible to tanks.,

7. A heav tank and self-propelled (separate heavy tank and self-propelled)
regirent consists of tank battalions, battalions of self-propelled artillery, and

other small units.. It is intended to combat enemy tanks and self-propelled artil-

lery, to destroy..his antitank artillery, and also to neutralize and.. destroy de-

fensive installations. Small. units of a heavy tank and self-propelled regiment

,are usually attached to mechanized (tank,.. motorized rifle) regiments to reinforce

them; they- can also be employed in the capacity of a tank (artillery-antitank)
reserve.

Small units of a separate heavy tank and self-propelled regiment are. attach-
ed to rifle regiments and, in special cases, to mechanized regiments:

In repelling attacks (counterattacks) of la ge ene tank forces, the reg-
iment can be employed as a complete regiment.
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8. A heavy tank battalion and a battalion (artillery battalion) of self-
propelled artillery 'can be attached to a mechanized (tank, motorized rifle,
rifle) regiment as small. units or as a complete battalion.

In a mechanized (tank) division, a heavy tank battalion may comprise the
tank reserve.

A battalion (artillery battalion) of self-propelled artillery, in part or as
a complete battalion, may be located in the tank or the artillery-antitank reserve.

When necessary, small units of self-propelled artillery, operating in the se
cond~echelons and reserves of large units, ican be used for fire, by order of the
senior comander, from indirect firing positions.

9. A regiment (battalion) of amphibious tanks is intended to reinforce large
units and units which are carrying out ceombat'missions involving the forcing of
river crossings, which are conducting operations on laky-marshy terrain, or which
are operating as an amphibious landing force. It is attached to them as. small.
units and sometimes as a complete regiment for the close support of the infantry
operating in the first echelons, in reconnaissance, and in forward detachments:

When necessary, a regiment (battalion) of amphibious tanks can be employed
for the independent execution of combat missions with respect to the reconnais-
sance and seizure of important lines and objectives situated beyond water barriers.
In other cases, the regiment (battalion) is reinforced by small infantry units, ar-
tillery, and special troops.

10. A motorcycle regiment (battalion) is a tactical unit (small un't). It
is made up of battalions (companies) and other small units. Th regiment (batta-
lion) is intended for conducting reconnaissance of the enemy. In addition, it
has the capacity to:.

-- pursue the retreating enemy, destroy headquarters and signal centers, and
disrupt the work of the enemy rear;

-- destroy enemy airborne landings;

-- seize crossings, important lines,, and objectives, and hold them until the
arrival of friendly troops;

-- protect the exposed flanks of friendly troops.

The motorcycle regiment and battalion can carry out reconnaissance missions
operating as an entity or as small units which are designated as reconnaissance
detachments and separate reconnaissance patrols.

Independent of the character of the combat mission to be carried out, the mo-
torcycle regiment and battalion may be reinforced with artillery, tanks, self-
propelled artillery, small units of special troops, and air support.

11. An artillery (mortar) regiment is made up of artillery (mortar) batta-
lions (batteries) of the same or different calibers and of other small units.

The artillery (mortar) battalion is the primary firing and tactical small
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unit of the artillery: It is made up of several batteries of the same or differ-
ent calibers and of other small units.

The artillery (mortar) regiment, as a complete regiment or by battalions, may
be included in the composition of an artillery group; it can also be attached by
battalions or batteries to small rifle (motorized rifle, tank, cavalry) units.

12. An antiaircraft artillery regiment (separate battalion) is the primary
firing and tactical unit of antiaircraft artillery.

The antiaircraft artillery regiment consists of batteries (battalions) of the
same or different calibers and of other small units.

A separate antiaircraft' artillery battalion consists, as a rule, of several
batteries of the same caliber and of other small units.

An antiaircraft regiment (separate battalion) usually is included in the com-
position of an antiaircraft artillery group (subgroup), which is intended to pro-.
tect troops, and important objectives from enemy air strikes and to combat his air
borne landings.

The antiaircraft artillery regiment (separate battalion), in exceptional cases,
may be drawn into combat with the enemy ground forces, mainly his tanks and self-
propelled artillery.

13. The regiment (battalion) takes up a combat formation for the conduo of
battle. The combat formation must be compatible with the purpose of the impending
operations.

The combat formation of an attacking regiment consists of two echelonsoor of
one, an artillery group, aid reserves. When organizing a regiment into two eche-
lons, the first echelon, as a yule, consists of the combat formations of the batta-
lions (troops) which are attacking abreast; one battalion (troop) is usually as-
signed to the second echelon of the regiment.

The combat formation of a regiment in the defense consists of one or two
echelons, an artillery group, an antitank area (in individual cases==twa),and re-
serves. When organizing a combat formation into two echelons- the first echelon,
as a rule, consists of the combat formations of the batta]ions'(troops) which are
defending abreast; one battalion (troop) is usually assigned to the second echelon.

The composition of the regimental echelons, artillery group, antitank area,
and reserves is determined according to the mission and situation.

The combat formation of a rifle (motorized rifle) battalion in the offense
and in the defense consists of two, or one, echelons, a reserve, and the weapons
which remain under the control of the battalion commander.

The first echelon, as a rule, consists of the-combat formations-ofthe rifle
companies, and of tanks, self-propelled artillery, and small units of special
troops; one rifle company is usually assigned to the second echelon.

The second echelon receives combat missions at the same time as the first

:. -.. 7 ..,
ll ?



echelon. These missions are outlined in more detail by the regimental (battalion) com-

mander when the second echelon is committed.

The combat. formation of a tank battalion consists of a single echelon and a re-
serve. The echelon includes the combat formations of the tank companies, attached small
units of heavy tanks,. self-propelled artillery, and motorized rifle and sapper small
units.

When organizing the cdmbat formation and' when distributing men and materiel,
there must be no stereotype.

14. The regimental artillery grou. is set up by the division commander to handle
missions in the interests of the Lrifle regiment. It receives the same number as the

regiment and is attached to the regiment.

A regimental artillery group for a tank regiment is designated when the regiment
operates inthe first echelon.

15.. Regimental.and battalion reserves,' as a rule, are created when the combat
formation is organized in one echelon. When operations are conducted in. citiesz in

forests, and in mountainous-wooded terrain, a regimental (bat'talion) reserve may be
created for any organization of the combat formation. The reserve is intended to hai-
dle missions which arise suddenly. In a regiment the reserve usually. consists of a re-
inforced company (in a cavalry regiment-from two platoons to a troop), and in a batta-
lion it consists of a reinforced platoon.

The reserve can be reinforced with artillery, self-propelled artillery, and small
sapper units, and also with tanks when the regiment has heen sufficiently..reinforced.
with them. In a tank regiment (battalion), the reserve- can be reinforced with self
propelled artillery and with motorized rifle and sapper small units.

An artillery-antitank reserve is organized in a regiment in any situation and is
intended to combat enemy tanks and self-propelled artillery. It is composed ofismall
antitank artillery units, gun artillery, and self-propelled artillery, and is rein-
forced with flamethrower units and with small sapper units equipped with mines and
other means of. creating/ obstacles:

In a tank regiment, the artillery-antitank'reserve is organized when the regiment

is reinforced with antitank artillery.

As a rule, a tank reserve is not organized in a regiment. In some instances, it
can be organized by order of the senior commander only after the first and second eche

lons of the regiment 'have been sufficiently reinforced with tanks and self-propelled
artillery.

16. A march support detachment, which is used to construct cross-country routes
and to rebuild roads and bridges along the march route of a regiment;, is organized in

a rifle (motorized rifle, mechanized, tank, cavalry) regiment when attadking, pursuing
and also executing a march. In addition, it can be used to clear obstacles from regi-
mental concentration areas.

'Rifle, sapper, and chemical defense small units and also road construction and
other special vehicles may be included in a march support detachment depending on the
type of combat operations and missions to be carried out.

When necessary, the detachment places route markers in plain sight and, in some
instances, designates guides to indicate the regiment's direction of march.

,ra n YT___________
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17. The regiment (battalion) assumes a march formation to execute a march.
The march formation fiust c.bnform to the plan of. forthcoming operations.

The march formation of a regiment may consist of one two, or three march

columnTs .

The march formation of a battalion and of a cavalry regiMent consists of

one :ch column.

l In order to insure a swi:ft derlo;ment into: a combat formation and the
least vilnerability to enemy artillery fire and air strikes, the regirment,

duri:- the approach to the battlefield, is dispersed in. open formation by bat-
talions (by troops), while the small units in. the battalions follow in onpen
ormtion 6n motor vehicles (armored peersonnel cairiers) or on foot.
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CHAPTER II

COMMND OF REGINENT AND BATTALION

18. Regimental and battalion commanders, depending upon the. amount of time

designated for preparing to accomplish a combat mission,.must so plan their work

in .preparing and organizing combat that commanders of small units are given the

greatest amount of time possible for the same purpose.

All work of regimental and battalion commanders in preparing, organizing,

and carrying out combat operations is conducted secretly and directly on the

terrain.

Regimental and battalion commanders must continuously and thoroughly study

the situation, anticipate it s possible changes and the intentions of the enemy, and

always be ready. to make a sound decision quickly and to give specific missions

to subordinate commanders.

In preparing, organizing, and carrying out combat operations, regimental

and battalion commanders must avoid a: fixed pattern, must always aspire toward

a wide display of creativeness and initiative toward attaining surprise, .and
must persistently develop .these qualities in their subordinates.

19. Widely utilizing available forces' and means for controlling subordi-
nate small units, regimental and battalion commanders must continuously observe

the progress of combat operations and: decide basic questions of the control of

small units in combat by means of personal contact with subordinate commanders.

Personal contact with subordinates is especially necessary prior to. combat and

during decisive .changes in the situation.

20. Regimental and battalion commanders must continuously strengthen

military discipline and must teach personnel a spirit of unswerving fulfill-

ment of orders, unquestioning observance of military duty, and unlimited loyalty

to their Soviet. Motherland, to the Soviet Government, and to the cause of the

party of Lenin and Stalin..

In the interest of educating their subordinates, regimental and battalion

commanders must use various forms and methods, depending upon the combat situa-

tion, and, in first priority, personal, contact with subordinates.

21. Regimental and battalion commanders bear full responsibility for pre-

paring and organizing combat and. especially for coordination, for the gontrol

of subordinate small units, for their successful accomplishment of combat

missions, for the correct utilization and skillful control of attached and sup-

porting units (small units), and also for the maintenance of continuous coordi-

nation.-

The commander must know at all times the locations, activities, and needs

of subordinate small units, and what their political-morale state is; he must

influence the couro of combat operations with the,forces and equipment which he

has at his disposal, without awaiting the requests of his subordinate commanders.

22. The basis of control is the decision of the commander. The making of

a well-founded decision is possible only as a result of a clear understanding

of the mission received, the correct .evaluation of the situation by the



regimental. (battalion) commander, and an anderstanding of the fundamentals of
combined-arms combat.

In clarifying' the mission reccivJ, the regimental (battalion) commander
must understand the intent of his immediatc commander (what he wishes to achieve

in combat) and must clearly under:stncd ti place the regiment (battalion) has in
the accomplishment of the division (regrmntal) mission.-specifically, in what
echelon, in what direction, and with wht mission the regiment (battalion) is
operating;. also, he must take inte acco<mL what units and small units are sup-
porting or are attached to the reglimnc (attalion),

After clarification of the m crc he regimental (battalion) commander
determines which measures must be carr ed out immdeiately for the preparation
and *organization of combat; he also mputes the time needed by subordinate com-
manders for this, and budgets his own tiime he issues necessary instructions,
and then evaluates the situation.

23. In evaluating the situationn thec regimental (battalion) commander

studies

-the composition of..the enemy forces, their state, grouping,and the

character of.their operations;

--the missions of adjacent units;

--the composition, state, and disposition of his own small units, and
their material, and technical support

--the character of the terraia: relief, soil, .observation conditions

the presence of natural obstacle! and cover, and roads.

In evaluating the situation, the regimental (battalion) commander also con-

siders the weather conditions, time of day, time of year, and. their influence

upon regimental (battalion) operationo.

Studying the situation, the regimcntal (battalion) commander ascertains the
extent to which it'assists. or interferes3 with the accomplishment of the assigned
mission, and what measures must be carried out in order to eliminate-factors
interfering with the accomplishment of the mission cr to lessen their negative

influence.

before making a decision, the regimental commander usually listens to
necessary briefings,

When preparing for combat in a li.mited period of time, the regimental com-

mander may listen only to briefings on the most vital subjects or limit himself

to a generalizeibriefing.by.his chief of staff,

Incomplete data on the situation do not free the regimental (battalion)

commander from responsibility for making a timely and well-founded decision.

Every decision of the regimental (battalion) commander is reported by him

to the division (regimental) commander.

24. The regimental (battalion) commander, in order to evaluate the situa
tion carefully and make the most expedient decision, conducts a reconnaissance
rekognosts irovka7.
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